INTRODUCTION
Two species of the sabellid polychaete genvs Manayunkia (subfamily Fabricinae) have been reported from the North American continert. Manayunkia speciosa Leidy, 1858, has been collected from all coasts of the United States, the Great Lakes region, and from unnamed lakes in northern Alaska (for a review of existing records see Brehm 1978) . A second species, Manayunkia aestuarina (Bourne, 1883) , has been infrequently collected in North America. This species was initially reported on the Atlantic coast by Teal (1962) from Sapelo Island, Georgia, Spartina alterniflora marshes where it was the most abundant polychaete. Light (1969) , apparently being unfamiliar with Teal's (1962) work, mistakenly claimed that his collection of M. aestuarinq from mudflats near Vancouver, British Columbia, was the first North American record for the species. Light (1969) suggested that M. aestuarina could probably be considered a circumarctic and circumboreal estuarine inhab- itant but that a lack of intensive sampling or improper technique had resulted in the true extent of its range remaining unknown. Since the time of Light's (1969) prediction, the occurrence of M. aestuarina has been redocumented for the southeastern coast of the United States (Bel1 and Coull 1978) and for the Pacific coast (Eckman 1979) . Bell and Coull (1978) foundt'Iy'. aestuarina in the North Inlet estuary, Georgetown, South Carolina, and Bell (1982) subsequently reported on the population biology of M. aestuarina from that area (see also Bell 1919 Bell , 1980 Bell , 1983 . Kneib and Stiven (1982) (1919, 1983) This species was first described by Bourne (1883) who erected the new genus Haplobranchus for it. Mclntosh (1923) alluding to earlier work by Leidy (1858) agree with the detailed descriptions given for the species (Bourne 1883 , Mclntosh 1923 , Fauvel L927,Lidht 1969 except for the possibility of a few additional rows of teeth located above the main fang of the thoracic uncini (Fitzhugh personal communication) . To avoid repetition, the reader is referred to Bourne (1883) River. Considerable information on the study area and past work there is reviewed by Hackney and de TaCruz (1982) .
Sampling techniques of the study (Bishop 1981) were designed to quantify macrofaunal organisms and not those species in the meiofaunal size range such as Manayunkia aestuarina. Therefore, the numbers of organisms collected should be viewed as minimum estimates only and are presented in Table I along with environmental data from each sample date. Bell (1980 Bell ( , 1982 Table 2 for publication dates).
In Europe, most reports of Manayunkia aestuarina give its habitat as unvegetated mudflats from the high intertidal to well within the subtidal zone. It may be present in brackish and low salinity areas, but according to Shiitz (1965) it does not occur naturally in areas that lack a marine influence. It is unclear if "does not occur naturally" means total absence or presence only after introduction to such afl atea.
The habitat for M. aestuarina as reported by Light (1969) and Eckman (1979 Eckman ( , 1983 for Pacific coast populations is the same as for European ones. Both Bell (1982) Kendall (1979) Muus (196'l) shiitz (196s) Lieht (1969 ( ) Zenkewitsch (1957 NORTH AMERICA Pacific Coast Light (1969) Eckman (1979) East Coast Teal (1962) Bell and Coul1 (1978) Bell (1979) Bell (1980) Bell (1982) Gulf Coast Present Report (Bell 19g2) and presumably for other coastal areas experiencing semidiurnal tidal regimes. Since Manayunkia aestuaina is a deposit and suspension feeder (Fauchald and Jumars 1979) Most reports of Manoyunkia aestuarina populations are from areas with muddy sediments (but see Eckman 1979 see Eckman , 1983 . The soil in the Juncus roemerianus marsh was more sandy compared to other studies providing data on sediment composition. Kendall (1979) suggests that M. aestuarina is capable of incorporating sand grains in tube construction. Bell (1982) gives the only data on seasonal recruitment of juveniles for a U.S. population of Manayunkia aestuarina.
She states that the South Carolina population, unlike European counterparts, exhibits discontinuous recruitment. Also, Bell (1982) (Bishop 1983) . Its ability to survive oligohaline conditions and infrequent inundation is potentially important because such marshes are generally faunally depauperate. 
